
r F  6% -277 
D e c e m b e r  2 6 ,  2002  

, 

SUBJECT: M e d i a  D e - r e g u l a t i o n  

TO: C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  K .  P o w e l l  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  K a t h l e e n  Q .  A b e r n a t h y  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  b t i c h a e l  J .  C o o p s  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  K e v i n  J .  M a r t i n  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  J o n a t h a n  S .  A d e l s t e i n  

D e a r  S i r s  a n d  Madame, 

I am w r i t i n g  t o  u r g e n t l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  s t r o n q l y  a n d  c o . 1 l e c t i v e l . v  
o P p o s e  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i n  a n d  c o n t r o l  b e i n g  i n c r e a s -  
i n g l y  t . a k e n  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  f e w e r  a n d  f e w e r  f a m i l i e s  a p d  f i i a n -  
c i a 1  g r o u p s  as  y o u  k n o w  i s  now b e i n q  c o n t e m n l a t e d .  I, a n d  manv  l i k e  
me, am t i r e d  o f  p e o p l e  l i k e  R u n e r t  M u r d o c h ,  E d g a r  B r o n f m a n ,  S . I .  
N e w h o u s e ,  S u m n e r  R e d s t o n e ,  M o r t  Z u c k e r m a n ,  L a w r e n c e  T i s c h ,  a n d  
o t h e r s ,  b e i n g  g i v e n  t h e  p o w e r  t o  c o n t r o l  w h a t  I s e e ,  r e a d ,  t h i n k  
a n d  h e a r .  T h e y  c o n t r o l  t o o  m u c h  a l r e a d y !  T h i s  i s  A m e r i c a !  I w a n t  
some d i v e r s i t y  i n  my i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  I DO NOT n e e d  a n y o n e  d e c i d i n g  
w h a t  I s h o u l d  s e e ,  r e a d ,  t h i n k  a n d  h e a r ,  f o r  me!  I w a n t  t o  g e t  
' a l l  s i d e s '  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e  a n d  t h e n  u s e  my own God g i v e n  common 
s e n s e  t o  come t o  a c o n c l u s i o n .  And,  t h a t  i s  w h a t  my God g i v e n  a n d  
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  as  a n  A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n  a l l o w s  me t o  d o .  
H o w e v e r ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  . c l o s e  t o  i m o o s s i b l e  t o  a c c o m o l i s h  i f  my i n f o r -  
m a t i o n  s o u r c e s  w e r e  a n y  m o r e  c o n t r o l l e d  t h a n  t h e y  a l r e a d y  a r e .  I 
w o u l d  s o o n  b e  s p o o n  f e d  o n l y  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t e d  me t o  s e e ,  r e a d  a n d  
h e a r ,  t h e r e b y  c o n t r o l l i n g  w h a t  I t h i n k !  R e a l  news  means  t o  o b t a i n  
i n f o r m a t i o n  ( f r o m  a l l  s i d e s  o f  t h e  s p e c t r u m )  a n d ,  w i t h  t h a t ,  come 
t o  y o u r  own l o g i c a l  c o n c l u s i o n .  P l e a s e  a l l o w  me t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  
s o .  T i g h t e n  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  o n  o w n e r s h i D  a n d  c o n t r o l ,  DO MOT 
l o o s e n  t h e m !  

L o o k  a r o u n d  y o u .  W h a t  n a s s e s  f o r  " n e w s "  t o d a y  i s  o n l y  t h e  g h o s t  
o f  a s h a d o w  o f  w h a t  r e a l  " n e w s "  u s e d  t o  b e  ( a n d  s t i l l  s h o u l d  b e )  
a n d  we a l l  k n o w  i t !  

A g a i n ,  I s t r o n g l y  u r g e  t h a t  y o u  c o l l e c t i v e l y  o g o o s e  l o o s e n i n o  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  s t a n d a r d s .  I n s t e a d ,  if y o u  l o v e  A m e r i c a ,  as  I d o ,  
y o u  w i l l  t i g h t e n  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  r e s t r i c t  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  
m e d i a  m o n o p o l y .  

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  a d v i s e  me as  t o  t h e  o o s i t i o n  y o u  
h a v e  t a k e n  o n  my r e q u e s t .  

W a u n e t a ,  N E .  6 9 0 4 5  
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JAN 1 3  2003 
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I am the Public and 1 comment re: media merger d e s  

famgb #i&y! ‘fhe media has a duty to the people to report the 
actwl news. T am disgusted with the extent of mergers already 
allowed where big media dccidcs Khat ths papic wi!1 hcar nnd ccc 
based on the media company’s se!f interest. We thr p q ! e  are m t  

P!?Rl.lC h x k  in airwaves, the NEWS back in news 
s m z d  hy thc hornogcnimd mcdia wc have now. 

reporting.  he mncmtraticn cfa::rm~in in R 

destroying our democracy. YO MORE 



C h i -  Powell an StE 

PLFASE think of the consequences before a l l w i n g  the media t o  have a v i r t u a l  m n o p l y .  
It w i l l  he no d i f f e ren t  that i n  a d i c t a to r sh ip  because a few persons/corprat ions 
w i l l  have control  of the  whole media f o r  a l l  p rac t i ca l  purposes. While a few TV/radio 
s t a t ions  and newspapers w i l l  operate on the f r inges ,  it w i l l  he d i f f i c u l t ,  as t h e  
b ig  players  w i l l  have control  over everything. 

A t  first t h i s  m y  seem a plus  to  you, f igur ing  it w i l l  he easier t o  control  t h e  
media; but it i s  a t w e d q e d  m r d .  Suppose i n  t h e  fu ture  you were running f o r  
president and t h e  mnopoly d i d n ' t  l i k e  you--you would be downgraded across t h e  
whole country. 

In  various ways we are fast losing vote  against allowing a 
few major corprat ions/persons from 

Thank you. 

++ + 
Pren Nothnagel 
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David T. Lonier/Glenna K Long 
1842 Commonwealth 

Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326 
248 373 9111 

December 23,2002 

Michael K. Powell, Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.D. 20554 

Dear Mr. Powell, 

With reference to: 
The PCC's considering of loosening or doing away with replatione that limit the number of 
newspapers and radio and television outlets that a single company can own. 

It's common knowledge that Americans are not cunently receiving unbiased news reporimg. 
Disinf-tion and misinformation are rampant in today's mass-marketed media, more often than 
not with a purpose to sway public opinion one way or another. I would think that any decision to 
allow even greater monopolistic control of the news media would be a decision for Congress and 
not a regulatory body such as the FCC. Where does the FCC get its authority to make what appears 
to be a legislative deasion? 

The main purpose of the FCC should be to insure that all forms of communication are encouraged 
to M y  express the truth without attempting to control the public's response. Is it not absolutely 
necessary that out press be free, uncontrolled and independent if we are to presenre anythmg 
resembhng a free society? Our law makers and the FCC need to be dunking about ways to gain the 
maximum diversity of views in news reporijng with emphasis upon how to get the least slanted, 
factual truth to the American public. Our system of self-rule is critically dependent upon having a 
fully and truthfully informed public. 

By allowing a fewer number of individuals to control a greater share of the media, yw are violating 
not only your own purpose, but also the v q  foundation of our liberty. Please direct your efforts 
toward bringing more free enterprising in&pendent individuals into the media business. By 
promoting diversity and independence and discouraging monopolistic control, you will be doing your 
job by partiapting in the true splnt of one of America's most sacred and essential nghts : 

of the Preas!" " 

Copies to: FCC Commissioners: Abemathy, Adelstein, Copps and Martin, Qadbution Cente, U. S. Senators Carl Levin and Deborah S t a h o w  
U. S. Representatives Ron Paul, Dale Kildee and Joe Knowllenberg 
American Free hess, Idaho Obsaver, Nexus New Times, Media Bypass 






